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Mr. PERKINS his. mY 2 
Principles of Chriſtian © {5 

_.. Religion, {52-4 28 


thought it fi for the de 800k 
touhr fr am-ſet , (the y' 
whom I have formerly 
according to the ſame Principles Jes 
few other, touching the more ſole 
lowship of Chriſtians, the Church 6 
as being 2 divine inſtitution , 


y Sona 5 
which his moſt err he ot 
formed : andro which Js l 
as. Shall be ſaved: promila | 
middeſt_of them by his moſt p es 
gracious ARE: : 


: 5 , Queſtion, 
v RE EZ Hat is the Church ?. * 

EAFA CÞ2) - 4A. A.company of faithfull 
RE \'/: / and holy people ( with their 
_, EBReſes cd ) called by the word of 

"God into publicke-covenant with Chriſt, & 
amongſt themſelves © for mutual! tellowship 
in the'ufe 6f all the meanes of Gods glory and 
their ſalvation.  ; 
_ © Of what ſort or number of people muſt this 
company confi? 2 
A. Ttjs all one whether they be high or 
esl.3. 23. Meh. Tow, few of miany., ſo as they exceed not ſuch 
: i 17.8, 4ftiutober , as may otdinartly meer together in 
©... Obeplacefor the woritipping of God,and fan- 
{ £8.20.7. Aificuion of the LORds day. 

% ”. DO. What arethe reafons why the Church muft 


wy toufift of Faithfull and holy perſons? - 
red wane. AT The Scriptutes every where fo teach. 
Ron.r.78, | * 2. Theb Church is the body of Chriſt , all 
EE oducs © whoſe members therefore should be contor- 
Expb.c2h G1: mablein Come macaſureto him their head. 
[eloke.ts. , Onely ſuch worshippers pleaſe'God,& are 
| 8.8.3.15.64, © accepted of hin , & & have right to-the cove- 
t,---..... . tant ofgrace, and ſeates thereof, — Ye. 
; Q: But art not hypocrites mingled with the / 
faitbfull in the Church? © SES Wo 
. .;.,F. None oughrto be by the word of God: ' 
-__.., . and where\ſuctate, they are not trulyadded © 
tales, bythe Lord to the Church;bur doe creeps © 
© ++. tn through their owne hipocriſie , and not 5 
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* Q: Is every bileever a member of the viſible — 53 , 
Church? . $*. "4 wy 
. A No: but he muſtalſoby his perſonall.& 
publick profeſſion adioyne himſclte to ſome 
particular fellowship and ſocietie of Saints, 
Q. How prove you the ſeed of the faithfull'to be ts 
of the Church with them? | de —;""< l 
A, By the covenant which God made $273%.8e » 
with Abrahamand his ſeed: which was the co Rent: 4 
venant of the Goſpell,and contirmed in Chriſt, . . 
the ſeale thereof circumciſion , being the ſeale 


of the righteouſneſle of fairh, itt x2 
Q. What are the eſſential markes of the 44.0 


Church? | 5,2Y 

A. Faith and Order, as the Church inf eaa.c:6. 

them may be ſcene and beheld to-walke in "= 

Chriſt Teſas whom $he hath received : Faith” - VE 

| profeſſed in word and deed, shewing the 3 
matter to-be true: and Order in the holy == * 
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| things of God,shewing the forme to be erue, *. ©. I, I 
> {| which are the two effcatiall parts of th +. -*- "i 
Church. | ud | wy ">% 


2. Art not the predching of the word , and Tp 
t /'} adninifiring of the Sacraments certaine marks of RIES 
' the Church?” * $41: 2 1:25 ; »- 


A,. No: fortheword'tnaf( abdthe gh G's 
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- | them, and ſobe made lying ſignes. Beſides 
$n.34-20-2. the true Church may fora time want the uſe 
ares. Of divers ordinances of God , bur hath al- 
BG wayes rightunto them: as may alſo the falſe 
Ck uſurpe and abuſe them , but without 
rignts ; 

. » What ave the meanes inand by which 
Chrift and the Church have fellowsbip toge- 
| ther? | 
| 2.Cer12-34.56 eAs £. Inthe gifts of the Spirit of Chriſt. 
| | 2, Inthe Offices of Miniſtery given eo the 

church. 3, In the Workes done in and by thoſe 
gifts and Offices. : 

Q. Wherem Rlandeth this communion of the 
7 fncke in dwell & operation of th 
L A. inthe in dwe tion of tne 
| e3.2ad op: pifts &C graces Power 2 Boks ar from Chriſt 


'k# moſt ſtreight and divine conjunAion,by which 
te; > - the Civill bond of mariage , the man and 
: wife are one flesh: ſo they who are thus iojned 
G to Chriſt are one ſpirit, 
| Q. How many are the offices of mintfery in the 
A, Five beſides the extraordinary offices 
of Apoſtles, Prophets, and Evangeliſts,for the 
firſt planting of the Churches, po Cor *CEa- 
ſed, with their extraordinarie gifts. - 
Q. How is chat proved? _ - 
is A. Partly by the Scriptures , which both 
OBOE, rrp is e ly. & fees Soph 
a their principall gitts and workes : 
- by reaſon, agreableto the Scriptures, 
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as the head, unto the Church as his body , and + 
members one of another : Whence ariſeth that * 
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Q. Shew me which thoſe officers be, with their 
anſwerable gifts and workes, ERS 
A. 1. The Paſtor, towhom is given the 
ſpirit. of wiſedome for exhortation, 2. The 
eacher to whom is giventhe -gift of know- 
ledge for do&rine. z. Thegoverning Elder, 
who is to rule with diligence, 4. The Dea» 
con , who is to admuniſter the holy treay 
ſure with ſimplicie. 5. The Widow ,. or 
Deaconnefſle , who is to attend the fick and 
impotent , with compaſſion and cheereful» 
nelſe, 
'Q. Whatis thereaſon for the proving of theſe 
minſteries? 


** A. Becauſcall theſeare neceſſary , & theſe 


alone ſufficient for the Church : as being the 
moſt perte& ſocietie and bodie of Gcift, 


which neither faileth in that which is ne+ - 


ceary , nor exceedeth in any thing ſuper» 
fluous. 

Q. Whence ariſeth the neceſſity & ſufficiencis 
of theſe minifteries im the Church? 

A, From the condition partly of the ſoules; 
and partly of the bodies of the members, _ - 

Q. How dath that appearet . 

. A: 1: Inthe ſoule is the facultie of under- 


ſanding, about which the Teacher istobe |; 


exercifed for information, by dodtrine, 3. The 


LA 


will and. affe&tions , upon which the Paſtors - 


eſpecially to work by exhortation and com- 
fort. 3. For that doftrine and exhorration 
without obedience, are unprofitable , the dilis 
gence of the ruling Elder is requiſite for thi 


purpoſe, 
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NV: 2 Havre oath hs tri tobe 
TS As the Church conſiſterh of men, and 
02 of ſoules and bodies, ſo are the Deacons 
- _ _--- _ ourof the Churches treaſure @&concribution 
f ; <6 provide for the common tifes of the 


* ofthe officers : as are the e widowes to afford 
unto the ſick and impotent in body (not able 


full and comfortable ſervice.' 
» Wherefore call you thoſe offices by the name 
of Minifteries, or Services? 


| Nkaoas 26. T;ortships ; but meere ſetvices of Chrift, and 
2-Gx.4.5. ofthe hurch. 
epyrranay + 2, Becauſe they conſt in adminiftring one, 
| _ thoſe things which are Chriſts , and the 
ches under him. 

Q. By whom are theſe Officers to hgve their 
outward calling? 

' Ae. By the Church whereof theyare mem- 
bersfor the preſent, and to which they are to 
adminiſter, 

2. How doth that appeare? 

A&r.x5.23.ms A. T1» The apoſtles who taught onel 

ep-6.1-2.3-5-md Chriſts Commandements, ſo dirc&ed the 

by werks mmd6.z. Churches, 

ALE=345: 5: 2, The people among whom they have 
been converſant can beſt judge of their fit» 

wie both in reſpet of cheir perſons and fay 

muies, 


Farhfulnes ofthe Muniſter , that hey WR 


x5 ff 7 Ghurch, reliefe of the poore , & thaintenance 


otherwiſe to helpe themſelves ) their cheere- / 


A. For two cauſes :-1, For that they are no- E 


wr 6 furtheteth much the diligence 
: = 


/ 


Miniſtet he is, have freely choſeri” him 28 arits : 
whom under Chrift, they cominit the.moſt 
precious treaſure of their foule: as alſo itbindes | 
the people: co greater love and confcienceof | _- 
obedience of him & his miniſtery, whom cthe- . 
ſelves have made choice of, ph, 

| 4. The Charch being a moſt free Corpora- 
JN] tion fſpiituallunder Chriſt the Lord, is inall 
 Y reaſon and equityto chuſe her miniſters and; 
4} fervants under him, unto whom alſo she is to 1.Tims5,r 7.18, 


| give wages for their ſervice and labour. 
| 2. Is ths outward calling of funplenecesfity for 
ll a true Church officer? h *, 
3 A. Yea, as for the magiſtrate in the city. 445 _ | 
| * and common vwealth, or ſteward inthe fami- ; 
| Iy: without which they uſurp their places 

| 


| how excellent ſoeyer , whether intheir gifts, - - 
| or workes. Tx: * 
What if theofficer bee fuund unfaithful in 3 


| bu place? | | l 

| A. 'Heis by the Church to bee warned to ' 

| take heede to his miniſtery he hath received, 4% 

| to fullfillit; whichifhe'negle@ co-dbe, by the / 

| famepower which ferhim up, hee is to be pur 

| downe and depoſed. Wi 

| 2. Whatare the outward workes of the Chur- 
ches communion with Chriſt? , L0t5 £5 

| A. Theſe ſix: 1. Praier. 2, the reading and © - : + 

| opening ofthe Wofd:; 3. the Sacraments, 4. . * 4.44.4} 
ſinging of Pſalmes.z. Cenſures. 6;CG onmibu- pies. 
tion to theineceſſity ofthe Saints; (.,-! > : 


Q, Wherefore put you prayer in-vhe-firſ® © ” 
ace? - EH + 3 S: 2 
. A. Becauſe byir allthe reſt are ſanRified! +1imss. ly 
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to the faithful, For prayer ſee the erid of the 
fifth Principle , with the expoſition: onely 
adde this,that in the a& of our ſpeaking unto 
God by prayer , weare notto uſe the help of 
any booke , beads , crucifixes ,or the like, to 
- reach or provoke us , but onely the helpe of 
the ſpirit of adoption, and prayer , working in 
our hearts effectually,. and teaching us both 
what and how to pray as we ought. | 

Q, What beleeve you toucbing the word? 

A, Beſides the things obſerved in the fifrh 
Principle and Expoſicion: that the whole writ- 
ten Word , and tt alone is to be read and ope- 
ned inthe Church. 

Q. Wherefore are the whole Scriptures tobe 
read and opened? 

A, Becauſe the whole Word of God is 
pure, written -for our learning and comforts 
given by divine inſpiration, and 1s profitable 
tor doctrine , reproofe , corre&ion and inſtru 
ion , and from which nothing may be dimi- 
nished, 

Q. How prove you that the Scriptures, 

onely are to bee read , and opened in the 

Church 2 | 

4, Becauſe they alone are ſufficient for 
faith , and the obedience whichis of faith, & 
able to make the man of God perfe&, through 
ly furniched unto all good workes , and un- 
to which nothing may be added. 

» Who are to open and apply the Scriptures in 

the C ? 

4. Principally the Bishops or Elders, who. 
bythe Word of life are to feed the - 


both in- teaching and governement. Secondly 
ſuch as are ge office , in the exerciſe of 

|  Prophefie. / 

| Q. How is that exerciſe proved in the 
Scriptures ? 
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. : 1 .t$. 
where men though in' no office , either in 7% 


meanes areto be obtained : as 1. The glorie 324%. 
races, 2.\ Thatthe gifts of the ſpirit in men - 


all of men for the Miniſtery , -4. For thepre= © -> 
ſerving pure ofthe doarine of the Chureh, - 
\ which 1s more —— , if ſome -one or 
two alone may onely be heard , and ſpeake, 
5. Fordebaring _ ſatisfying of doubts , if 


. 


Church, and converſion of others. 


A. He that hath agift of the ſpirit to ſpeak 
unto edification, exhortarion and comfort. 
Q. What is the order of this exerciſe, * 


Miniſtery by the teachers , and under theit ' 
diretion and moderation; whoſe dutyit m. 
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A. By fexamples in the Iewish Church, atop” 


Temple or Synagogue; had libertly publikely 20.0% 29. 21. 0m | 


{ trouſe tho Lifts, p ; oped oe 
2 the Commandement of Chriſt & 7... * 
his Apatites. rin 


3. By the prohibiting of b women (not ex- LP rareg 
traordinarily inſpired ) ro teach.in the church , [Toriats cms 
herein liberty being given unto men their huſ- ©C-444-4597 
bands,or others. | 2.Thefl.5 296, + 

4+ By the excellent ends, which by this £cce.14.35: - 3 
of God in the manifeſtation of his manifold "40 


not quenched. z, For the ficuing and try- : 5 


any doe ariſe. 6, For the edifying of the - 1 
Q, Whois a Prophet in this ſence? © - DES 


A. That itbe performed after the publike ; .-L 2 


+ $4.4 
5 oats 
- F< ©: 


E. ra44aya;. ajlfo cleare it; ifunſound tg refure it; if uns 
Lx.Cor.14-3- ect to ſupply what is wanting, as they 
able 
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K-- Q. What bel-eve you touching the Sacraments, 
bY 4 1 "fupther then is ebſervedin the former Principles? 
WO, - A, Thartthey are to be diſpenſed according 
14"... + . tothetenure of the covenant of grace, where= 
4p of they areſeales : in reſpe& both of the per= 
- ' ſons to whom, and of the ends fot which they 
are to be eS. p 
- 2. Which are thoſe perſons? 
S The pots a their ſeeds. 
Q May all the faitbfull partake in the $4- 
craments ? | 
. A. No,except they be alſo added to ſome 
particular Congregation ,, unto which the 
publike ordinances and muuſtery doth ap- 
ines 
Q. Which are the ends and uſes of the 
Sacraments? | 
4+ The firſt is from God tothe Church, 
opened in the expoſition of the fifth Prin» 
. Ciple , where it is shewed what a Sacra; 
ment is. The ſecond is from the Church to 
God, in which it teſtifieth the acceptance of 
the Covenant, & bindeth it ſelfe tothe per- 
formance of the conditions, The third 15 in 
reſpe& of the members themſelves mutually, 


Pe: fourth inreſpett of all other aſſemblies , be- 

*. -- tween whom &the Churches ; they are notes 
" of diſtin&tion, / 

N. What is required touching finging of 

| | : Pſalms, 


ifany thing be obſcure to oper- it: if doubt-: 


as! being badges of their aſſociation. The - 


=” oo: > a& C 
| A —— | l 5 
kc”. t Ee luCnh as are parts Of thy s. 20 
word of God, xn by the holy GO is reap 8 
Pſalmes or Songs , which many may conve=' / 
niently ſing together , exhorting and admoni-. | 
Shing themſelves mutually with grace in their 
heart ._ . Gor 
Q. What beleive you touching the cenſure of . 
excommunication?- w-'- 250 
A, That it j5to be uſed by every par< 
ticular Church, according to the rules -of : 
Chriſt. "2 
Q_ How prove you this power v0bee in every _ | ©. 
particular Congregation? oats "7M 
A, x. By the :donation and gift of Chriſt us, Wager,” 
the Lord. 2. The - particular Church ' of, © 
Corinth had this power, for the negle& wher-" © ET 0 
of it js reproved by, the Apoſtle, 3. Every- 4:4 
particular Church hach'rightto che Word Sa- = 
craments , and praier, within it ſelfe , which 
are greater, arid therefore to this which is lefler” *: _ Þ 
then they 2, 05 Rb: $42 hoo 2-0 2 
' £2. What are the rules of Chrift for exteom- Ds 
munication? | $3 TJ fe 5; 
A, 1. The finthus to be cenſured muſt 
ſcandalous , and the perſon obſtinate after dug, 
convidtion, and patience uſed, 
2 Fhe Church excomminmicating muſt bee % hs: 
that particular congregation gathered toges Mabthcan ith 
ther inthe name of Chnſt, whereof the finner ohne © 


isa member, 


. .* »- i 
, *.- + 
F. 4.4%. 


"Q. How prove you that by the Church ' © #7 
Marth, 18, is not meant the Bishop , orprefs. 27 
byrery repreſenting the body? + 20S 
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- 35 Chriſt reacketh, verſe 19, 20, muſt beea 


- 


A 1. One man cannot be 2Church, which 


company , how ſmall ſoever , gathered toge- 
ther in his Name. | 
2, The word there uſed, never fignifieth 
inthe Scriptures, an officer or officers , exclu- 
ding the people, ; 
3+ The Apoſtle r Cor. 5, expounds Chriſts 
meaning to bee of the whole body come to. 
ether. | | 
4+ The Elders being publicke officers, are 
toexercile the ſolemne workes of their office; 
and particularly the worke of rebuking them 
that ſinne, openly and before the Church, 


. both that others may feare , and the Church 
-of Faith conſent to the excommunication : 


and therefore cannot repreſent the Church 
being acually preſent. 

5. A repreſentative Church in a caſe of 
Faith and conſcience without the conſent of 
the repreſented in the particular decree , eſta» 


.. blicherh the popish do&rine of implicite 


Faith, 

Q. Whatis the order of proceeding in this Cen« 
: '(ure ? 
. xA. That a brother offending privately 
be admonished privately , and after ( without 


his repentance ) with a witneſſe or two, who 
may give teſtimony both of the offence and 


admonitton : and laſtly , that by the brother 
admonishing, with his witneſſes, the ſinner, 
(remaining obſtinate, ) complaint bee made 
to the Church : which laſt complaint alone 
15 ſufficient in publike offences, 

; Q. What 


2. Whatorderis tobee. obſerved after comi< _ 
plaint thus made? * | 
A. The officers as'the governours of the- > 
h Church , are by the Scriptures clearely eo | * © 
convince , and ſerioufly to admonish and exe * 0 
hort the offender : and*'upon his impeniten- 
bs. cy(with due convitioh and patience ) tode- - 
cree againſt him the ſentence of Excommu- 


| nication: and laſtly, with the peoples free _ 
e | conſent , to pronounce. and execute the i 
dy ſame, / 
a Q. How appeareth the neceſlity of this ordi- 
nation ? P” 
"uy A. Many waies- 1. By the commandement Mais: © - 
F of Chriſt , and prafice of the Apoſtolicall jm, 


h Churchcs. . : ; 
2. Forthe gloryof Chriſt , which is much 
f impeached by the prophaneſſe of thoſe who ' - 
'f profeſſe his Tervice. : h 
s 3, Forthe humbling of the ſinner , andfor _ 
© the ſalvation of his Soule. "0 
4 To prevent the infe&ion of others, | © © 
i 5. That by zeale and holineſſe of the *&x5v-* > 
| —_ they without may be gained to the,” © > 
olpell. A 
Q, How is the Church to walke towards-# 
perſon excommunicated ? En 2 
A. So as they may make him ashamedby ; c,..;... -- 
withdrawing from him in all ſpirituall Com- 
munton , and civill familiarity alſo, ſo farre as 
maybe, without the violation of any natuy- 
rall or civill bond, 
N. What is to be obſeryed for the Chicrches 
Contribut 
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Aut hſecver will walke axerebng' ro wx 
1 gs ads ramen 7:5 
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Cala, 6,16, 
Amen. 
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